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NEWS RELEASE 
Port Authority of Guam Addresses Recent 
Allegations in Public Statement 
Piti, Guam, November 17, 2023: The Port Authority of Guam today issued a public statement in 
response to recent allegations and comments made by Senator Joanne M. Brown regarding 
its operations and personnel decisions. 

Rory Respicio, General Manager of the Port Authority of Guam, stated, “In response to recent 
public statements and unfounded allegations raised by Senator Brown concerning the Port 
Authority’s operations and the disparaging remarks towards former Senator Dr. Judith P. 
Gutherz, we find it necessary to provide clarity and context to these matters.” 

The statement emphasized the importance of accurate and complete information in public 
discourse, especially concerning the seven senators who voted against Dr. Gutherz’s 
appointment and the legislative process affecting Governor Lou Leon Guerrero’s other 
nominees, Dr. Luis Baza and former Port Board Chairman Frank Santos. 

Addressing specific allegations about the tariff for the Guam Power Authority, Respicio clarified 
that the decision to extend free storage days was made within the existing tariff agreement 
and was a necessary management decision under unique operational circumstances. He 
reaffirmed that these actions were in compliance with established protocols and were made 
in the best interest of the port and its stakeholders. 

In response to concerns about the procedure for changing tariff requirements, Respicio 
assured that the decisions taken were within the scope of his authority as General Manager 
and did not require intervention by the Public Utilities Commission (PUC). 

The statement also addressed the annual leave cash-out of Respicio and Deputy General 
Manager Dominic Muna, confirming that these actions complied with existing personnel 
policies with respect to how employees are hired.  

Respicio expressed a commitment to transparency, accountability, and the highest standards 
of public service. He stated, “Each time baseless allegations are made by Sen. Brown, we will 
respond promptly with truth and light. Our aim is to maintain the integrity of the Port Authority 
and ensure it continues to play its crucial role in our community.” 

The Port Authority of Guam invites open and constructive dialogue to address any issues and 
remains committed to the continuous improvement of its operations. 
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