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NEWS RELEASE 
Clarifying Misconceptions: Respicio Response to 
Brown’s Allegations, Brown Advocating for a Power 
Rate Hike 
Piti, Guam, November 15, 2023: Port General Manager Rory J. Respicio addressed the same 
baseless allegations made by Senator Joanne M. Brown, which were lodged at former Senator 
Judith P. Guthertz in the Pacific Daily News (November 15, 2023). This statement aims to clarify 
facts and defend the integrity and transparency of Port operations. 

1. Allegation of Waiving Storage Fees: Contrary to Senator Brown’s claim, the Board did 
not waive storage fees for the Ukudo Power Plant’s generator modules. The extension 
of free days was a decision made under the authority of the Port’s tariff agreement and 
by Respicio, considering the unique circumstances and operational requirements of this 
cargo. This decision avoided undue cost transfer to Guam Power Authority ratepayers. 
Respicio, in a letter to Brown, explains that her “endorsement of collecting these fees is 
unreasonable and would have resulted in a GPA rate increase, impacting its customers 
for a situation that had no significant cost implications for the Port or its operations. 

2. Claims of Potential Corruption: The extended free storage period was a necessary 
response to challenges beyond the control of the GPA and its contractor. This decision 
was not influenced by any political agenda or negligence but was made in the best 
interest of Guam’s ratepayers and the Port’s efficiency. 

3. Hiring Practices at the Port: In response to the claims about Dr. Guthertz’s relatives, it is 
clarified that no immediate family member was employed at the Port during her tenure 
on the board. All hiring processes have been compliant with regulations and reviewed 
by the Guam Civil Service Commission. Respicio asked Brown to disclose the 
circumstances surrounding the hiring of your two former legislative staffers and several 
relatives of board members during your time as General Manager at the Port Authority 
of Guam. Your explanation on this matter will go a long way to provide further 
clarification into how you think it is okay for you and not for others to do what you have 
clearly done under those same circumstances. 

4. Concerns Over Alcohol Serving During the Port Week Finale: The Guam Port Users Group 
sought and received permission from the U.S. Coast Guard to serve alcohol during the 
Port Week celebrations, ensuring all activities complied with necessary regulations. 

5. Addressing Past Management Issues: The current management has focused on 
rectifying issues from the past administration, prioritizing transparency and operational 
efficiency. Local and national awards and consistent clean audits endorse this 
commitment. 

This press release serves to clarify misconceptions and affirm the Port Authority’s commitment 
to transparency and responsible management. The Port Authority remains open to 
constructive dialogue based on facts, aimed at continuous improvement. 
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